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PROVERBS VIII. 17. 


TI love them that love me ; and thoſe that ſeek 
me early ſhall find me. 


* H E Bible has all the advantages of ad- 
mired writings, and in a more abundant 
meaſure than any of them. With lofty idea, 
correct ſentiment, pure intention, and ſalutary 
tendency, it has more copiouſneſs and variety, 
more {ſweetneſs and majeſty than are to be 
found in any other book. The fineſt poets, 
the happieſt fabuliſts, the chaſteſt and ſublimeſt 
moraliſts, muſt all yield to the ſuperior ima- 
gination, enchantment, and eloquence, of a 
prophet's or an apoſtle's pen: theſe wrote from 
the higheſt ſource of inſpiration, and their pro- 
duRions are tranſcendently captivating. 


B Perſoni- 
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Perſonification, is one of the boldeſt and 
moſt animating figures in rhetoric: and this, as ; 
well as other figures, 1s introduced in the Scrip- n 


tures in the moſt intereſting and ſucceſsful 
manner. Is the immortal bard of our own 
nation admired for giving perſonality to fin 
and death, in his loſt paradiſe of man ? How 
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| much more is the Bible to be admired for 5 
exhibiting in characters to the laſt degree vivid 3 
1 and impreſſive, vice and virtue, wiſdom and 3 
| folly, the various paſſions of the human mind, 3 
9 and the principles good and bad that govern 1 


in real and active life! 
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The iniquities of inen, and the monuments 
of their iniquities, are made to move and 
ſpeak beſore us; a ſubſtantiality is given to 


ideal exiſtence, and a voice to ſilent and in- 
animate forms; and faults and excellencies are 
brought to our view in their reſpective beauties 


and deformities, and attended by their natural, 
certain, concomitant evils and bleſſings. To 
the material creation is attributed the ſenla- 
tions and paſſions of the rational. 'Fhe heavens 
and the earth are made parties with the great 
Tehovah in his appeals to the children of men; 


and are called upon to atteſt the righteouſneſs 
of his Providence and the equality of his ways: 


and 
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and ſeas and rivers are addreſſed in anger, and 
threatened with vengeance for the haughtinels 
of the prince through whole borders they inno- 
cently and unconſciouſly pals; and who vainly 
calls them his own, without any power to bind 
their courſes or to {tay their ſwellings! 


of Proverbs is exquiſitely formed; charmingly 
imagined, richly embelliſhed, and advantage- 
ouſly applied. It is not the philoſopher, or 
wife man, but wildom herſelf that ſpeaks: and 
let every young man contemplate and admire 
her form, and be penetrated with her benignity! 


It is wiſdom herſelf that ſpeaks: the ancient 
inſtructreſs; ſet up from everlaſting, the begin- 


ning of God's ways, and older than all his 

works; whoſe principles and dictates have been 
confirmed by the experience of all ages; juſti- 
fed of her children, and juſtified of her ene- 
mies too: wiſdom, againſt whom we can have 
no prepoſieſiion; of whom we can have no 
jealouly ; who has never deceived or betrayed ; 


never falſiſied her own dottrines and maxims ; 


never triumphed over our lack of wiſdom; or 
mingled pride and arrogance, ill-humour and 
contempt with her inſtructions: and who there- 
fore comes to us with the powerful recommen- 

dations 
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dations of authority, perfection, pureneſs, love, 


and kind intention, for informing and direQ- 
ing us. | 

A happy method this! Wiſdom herſelf is 
introduced : and how introduced ? Why, as a 
magnificent princeſs, a ſovereign queen, an 
angelic guide, the tender, faithful, effectual 
guardian of human happineſs : the ſure con- 
voy to the ſeveral temples of virtue, honour, 
and immortality: who has, and 1s, all that 
feeds the hungry, and fills the empty; in- 
ſtruts the ſimple, reclaims the wanderer, and 
fixes the wavering ſoul in the good and ever- 
lafting paths of righteouſneſs. Conſcious of 
the dignity and utility of her deſigns and offers, 
ſhe makes her ſolicitations openly, and her 
propoſals audibly ; diſdaining the guilty whiſ- 


pers and guarded meaſures by which iniquity 


ſeeks to gain admittance, and conciliate com- 
pliance; the univerſality of her invitations 
beſpeaks her the friend of all; and their reite- 
ration and vehemency ſhew the ſincerity and 
ſtrength of her deſire to bleſs and fave us. 


« Wiſdom hath builded her houſe, ſhe hath 
« hewn out her ſeven pillars; ſhe hath killed 
e her beaſts; ſhe hath mingled her wine; ſhe 
| © hath 
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« hath alſo furniſhed her table: ſhe hath ſent 
© forth her maidens ; ſhe crieth upon the high- 
« eſt places of the city: wholo is ſimple, let 
« him turn in hither; as for him that wanteth 
« underſtanding, ſhe ſaith unto him, Come, cat 
e of my bread, and drink of the wine which 
« IT have mingled: forſake the fooliſh and live, 
« and go in the way of underſtanding.” 


In alluſion to a cuſtom in early times, and 
hot countries, of feaſting in the porticos of 
palaces, or under tents and canopies raiſed 
in the gardens of them (one inſtance of 
which is largely deſcribed in the book of 
Eſther*) Wiſdom is repreſented as having raiſed 
her pillars, ſtretched out her tent, ſpread her 
canopies ; all finiſhed with higheſt elegance 
and richeſt ornament ; with every circumſtance 


% Ahaſuerus made a feaſt unto all the people that 
„ were preſent in the palace, both unto ſmall and great, 
«« ſeven days in the court of the garden of the king's palace: 
«« there were white, green, and blue hangings, faſtened with 
«« cords of fine linen and purple to filver rings and pillars of 
* marble; the beds were of gold and ſilver, upon a pave- 
«« ment of red and blue, and white, and black marble; 
and they gave them drink in veſſels of gold, the veſſels 
«© being divers one from the other, and royal wine in abun- 
«© dance, according to the ſtate of the king.” Eſther 
He 5, 6, 7. 5 

of 
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of ſplendor, as well as with every article of 
accommodation and uſe. This intereſting and 
perſuaſive mode of offering and conveying in— 
ſtruQion, has its ſimilitude in the moral writings 
of the Pagans; one well known and admired 
example of which I ſhall ſubjoin to this diſ- 
courſe, 


Wiſdom, of the ancient days, the high de- 
ſcent, the celeſtial origin, the honourable al- 


liances, the tranſcendent achievements, and 


unparalleled excellencies which ſhe attributes 
to herſelf in this book, does in the text ſpeak 
to the children of men in the endearing be— 
nignity of that heaven from which ſhe comes, 


and to which ſhe proſeſſes to lead: declares love 


for them, and unboſoms all her honours and 
treaſures to them. © I love them that love me, 
« and thoſe that ſeek me carly ſhall find me.” 


Here is s charatter ſuppoſed, and a kind und 


liberal promiſe made to that charatter. 


The character ſuppoſed is the loving wif- 
dom: the ſeeking wiſdom in the love of it: 
and the ſecking it carly: of ſuch wiſdom will 
be found; with a full return of all the love 

and 
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and valuation that can have been entertained 
for her. | 


All goes upon a preſumption that wiſdom 
is a moſt deſirable acquiſition, and eſpecially 
when made at an early period. 


Need I ſay what the wiſdom is that this book 
of Proverbs ſecks to impart? It is the wiſdom 
of moral ſentiments and habits; the wiſdom of 
knowing and approving the things that are the 
moſt excellent; the wiſdom of ſelf-denial, and 
virtuous proſpection; this is the wiſdom of the 
Bible, and which makes all other wiſdom com- 
paritive fooliſhneſs. 


For her ſuperlative deſirableneſs, wiſdom 
calls herſelf life, the deareſt object of all to 
us: I am life to them that find me: life, in its 
very eſſence, as well as in its coveted appen- 
dages and accompliſhments. We will take this 
name for the further contemplation of her in- 
comparable excellence, | 


Wiſdom preſerves life from what moſt en- 
dangers it. 


It 
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It reſtrains the ſenſual appetites ; or exerciſes 
command and dominion over them; and ſo 
keeps from all the miſchiefs, miſeries, and diſ- 
eaſes, that ariſe from the undue indulgence of 
them; and that bring decay and death after 
them. She is liſe to them that find her, as 
being health to all their fleſh. Her influence 
on the mind is as favourable to life as her 
reſtraints on corporeal gratifications. 


Wiſdom calms the mind ; ſubdues the paſ- 
ſions; checks their impetuoſity, and cools their 
_ efferveſcence : diſciplines and re&ifies the 
temper : repreſſes ambition; precludes or ſtays 
revenge ; and deſtroys thoſe works of the fleſh, 
hatreds, variances, emulations, wrath, ſeditions, 
ſtrifes! How often is life made firſt a torment 
by theſe things, and afterwards a ſacrifice to 
them: a gradual facrifice very often, and in 
ſome caſes an immediate one! Men fall by the 
plagues of their own hearts; run into exceſſes 
and extravagancies of conduct; excite conteſts ; 
engage in quarrels; their luſts are as hurtful 
as they are fooliſh; and in the end they are 
drowned in perdition by them. Wiſdom pre- 
ſerves from all theſe things. Hear her com- 
panion and her dwelling: I wiſdom dwell with 
prudence! All that the exatteſt prudence can 

do 
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do to maintain the ſweet tranquillity of life, and 
to fence it in from threatening inroads, all that I 
do for my votaries: and they that hate me do 
ſo far love death. Wiſdom is the parent of 
that gentleneſs and goodneſs, meekneſs, patience, 
and temperance, againſt which there is no law 
or prattice that militates, nor any hand pro- 
voked; theſe things give ſelf-poſſeſſion, and, 
under God, keep a man in his own power; 
which he who wants them ſeldom is. What 
diſmal tragedies have been ated in the hour of 
criminal exceſſes; when young men have erred 
through wine, or been drunken, though not 
with wine; carried to lengths they never thought 
of in the rage of their intemperate and tumult- 
ous ſpirits! How has the night of their pleaſures 
been turned into fear for all their remaining 
days! The ſun that went down upon their folly, 
and hid himſelf from their midnight revels, 
ariſes upon their wrath, and the woful effects 
of their wrath, and finds his earlieſt beams met 
with bloodſhed and murder! The companion 
of fools ſhall be deſtroyed. By the carnal in- 
dulgencies which wiſdom forbids, and by the 
extravagancies of paſſion which ſhe is not 
ſuffered to control, a man becomes evil in 
all his doings ; and a ſon of Belial that cannot 
be ſpoken to: the mind is brought into ſub- 
Jettion to the pampered body, and the ſpirit 

C ſhares 
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| ſhares the inflammation of the over-indulged 


fleſh ; whence, wars and fightings, and wounds 
without cauſe! They who live in that heat and 
ferment which the high gratification of ſenſual 
appetite in foods and wines creates ; who have 
their ſpirits raiſed to a certain pitch, and are 
ready to anſwer the firſt calls that are made 
upon them in a way of reſentment, revenge, or 
wanton cruelty, ſuch men need to keep a 
conſtant watch over themſelves; and they 
ſhould be conſtantly watched by others ; leſt, 
being always in temptation, they fall into 


_ deſtructive ſnares themſelves, or draw thoſe 
into ſnares and ruin who are of much great- 


er innocence and worth than themſelves. 
The queſtion, whether friendſhip can ſubſiſt 
amongſt wicked and profligate men, has been 
often propoſed and agitated: however it be 
determined, this we ſee, that what is called 
friendſhip by them is ſomething of a flimſey 
nature, and of a precarious continuance ; bro- 
ken by the very libations in which it is pledged 
and vowed: the love of ſavage creatures, one 
moment playing and careſſing, and the next, 
tearing and deſtroying! Come not into their 
ſecret, be not united with them“! ps 
Moreover, 
* This ſermon, accommodated at a ſhort notice to the 


occaſion on which it is now publiſhed, was preached to my 
own 
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Moreover, wiſdom is life, as ſhe furniſhes 
with the ſupports and ornaments of life. 


own congregation at Peckham, in the month of June laſt 
two or three days after that very dreadful affair of the Cecil- 
Street Coffee-Houſe, in the Strand ; which was detailed in 
the public papers, and ſuitably intereſted the cauſe of religion 
and humanity, Four young gentlemen, three of them na- 
tives of Ireland, and one of Scotland, two of them law - 
ſtudents of Lincoln's-Inn, ſpent their evening, or rathernight, 
together at the above-mentioned houſe. Some circumſtances 
ariſing which were thought injurious to honour, at aſeaſon 
when none of them were capable of feeling the ſentiments of 
honour, the matter was adjuſted, as ſuch matters uſually are, 
by challenge and combat; and after a preceding night of 
good fellowſhip and jollity, the head, and entertainer of the 
company, fell by the hands of one of his gueſts, about four 
o'clock in the morning in Hyde-Park! There was a reference 
in this part of the diſcourſe to that, then recent, event, 
which made the ears of every one that heard it to tingle. 

What melancholy things are duels! commenced on the moſt 
frivolous occaſions, and terminating in the moſt doleful con- 
ſequences : the ſurvivor dies as well as the ſlain ; and dies a 
worſe, becauſe a more lingering death : his country fled ; 
his connections broken; his proſpects at home ended; in his 
abſence his affairs deranged; his eſtates and fortunes embez- 
zled and ruined ; while in a foreign land, and an unoccupied 
life, he is left a prey to the bitterneſs and anguiſh of poignant 
and guilty reflection; the voice of a brother's blood crying 
from the ground; and conſcience ſuggeſting the ſad confeſſion, 
I have flain a man to my wounding, and a young man to 


my hurt! 


1 have 
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of deſire, and enjoyment; and every other 


this world, and then preſerves them to the 


belly of the wicked ſhall want. What is it that 


lies; and the following ſinners in thoſe paths, 
which like the heath of the wilderneſs, ſee no 


tuous do, is declared to proſper: the ungodly 
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I have mentioned the length of days that ſhe 
holds in her right hand; and in her left hand 
ſhe has riches and honour for us. With wiſdom 
are connected, induſtry, oeconomy, moderation 


virtue, that firſt acquires the good things of 


poſſeſſor. The righteous eateth to the ſatisfying | 
of his foul, but evil purſueth ſinners, and the 


often prevents a fortune, or waſtes an inherit- 
ance; clothes a man with rags, and with the 
nakedneſs of the fleſh, induces that worſe 
nakedneſs, the being diſarrayed of all reſpect 
and honour; ſevered from all attachment and 
love; left unprotected, and unnoticed; and 
made the objects of indifference, averſion, and 
deriſion! It is the want of wiſdom : that worſt 
of ignorance, the not knowing, nor chooſing to 
know, where our true intereſt and conſideration 


good come to them. What the wiſe and vir- 


are not ſo, 


There is a further reaſon why wiſdom may 
be termed liſe ; it improves the natural life of 
man ; 
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man; and communicates a. divine excellence 
to it. 


We read of a divine nature, that we may be 
partakers of while in human fleſh : of an aſſimi- 
lation to deity : of Chriſt formed, and God 
himſelf dwelling in us. Theſe are wonderful 
expreſſions! It ſeems a man may ſo live as if 
he had a deity within him; forming his temper, 
directing his habits and practices; and dignifying 
his life; ſo that all belonging to him ſhould 
ſeem done by the inſpiration of the Almighty 
within him! Whence all this elevation, this 
being one with God himſelf? It is all brought 
about by the reſtraints, and laws, and counſels 
of wiſdom: the being ſeparate from a profane 
world, and eſcaping the pollutions that are in 
it through luſts. Wiſdom, or religion, gives a 
portion of God's glory and bleſſedneſs to man: 
adorns him with a flower of the Creator's crown; 
and, in a manner, ſets him above the world he 
lives in. Ye are not of the world, even as 1 
am not of the world! 


| Wiſdom, ſo effential and valuable a bleſſing, 
as to be exhibited to us under the name of life, 
is repreſented as eſpecially valuable and deſira- 
ble in carly life, 


At 
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At an early period all wiſdom is of ſpecial 
and peculiar value. This is univerſally acknow- 
ledged. The places that have been conſecrated 
to this uſe, the giving to the young man know- 
ledge and diſcretion, have in all times had a 
celebrity above other places. Egypt, comes 
down to us with the everlaſting encomium of 
the ſcriptures. Athens, was the boaſt of Greece 
herſelf, ſuperior in fame as ſhe was to the reſt 
of the earth. Of that city it was ſaid, that 
though the bodies of the Grecians were diſperſed 
through all other cities, their fouls had taken 
up their reſidence within the Athenian walls“. 
Rome, has a better immortality from her phi— 
folophers than from her warriors : and thoſe 
places in our land, where through deſire men 
feparate themſelves, and ſeek and intermeddle 
with all wiſdom, ſhine in the general eſtimation 
above a trading or a manufatturing city: their 
profeſſed deſign arrays them in magnificence, 
and decks them with ornament; and we honour 
them for their intention, as well as their work's 
ſake. 


* Una urbs attica pluribus annis eloquentia, quam univerſa 
Grecia, uberiuſque floruit; adeo ut corpora gentis illius 
ſeparata ſint in alias civitates, ingenia vero ſolis Athenenſium 
muris clauſa cxiſtimes. Vell. Pat. I. 18. 


And 
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And if all wiſdom be ſo deſirable in early 
life as to give diſtinguiſhed luſtre to the places 
where it is, and has been, in an eſpecial manner 
diſpenſed, how much more deſirable at that 
ſeaſon is religious wiſdom, which has the will 
of God for its rule, and immortal happineſs for 
its end? This wiſdom confers beauty on the 
character; imparts comfort to the mind; and 
is of beſt ſervice to the world. I will take up 
each of theſe articles for further conſideration. 


I. Early wiſdom creates and confers the 
very greateſt beauty of charatter. 


Righteouſneſs is a crown of glory to the 
hoary head, and a diadem of beauty on the 
young man's brow. The natural gracefulneſs 
of youth gives advantage to every good quality; 
and makes virtue itſelf ſhine brighter: and the 
brightneſs does not only continuc, but increaſe, 
through future and ſucceeding years. True 
- goodneſs, carried into the world at the firſt. 
entrance upon its active and buſy ſcenes, and 
not only maintained, but improved, by the 
events and changes, the temptations and ſnares 
of the world, is to the laſt degree lovely and 
captivating. The uniform dominion of reafon 
over the ſenſual paſſions ; the trials and the 

triumphs 
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triumphs of uprightneſs, and benevolence, over 
the ſordid and ſelfiſh principle ; the preferring 
others in honour and intereſt to themſelves, in 
the hour of virtuous competition and ſtruggle ; 
and the refuſing to go beyond the command- 
ment of God for ſilver and gold; theſe things, 
with their ſpecial circumſtances, apt gradations 


and growing improvements during a continued 


intercourſe with the world, will be admired and 
blefſed; and the longer ſuch a perſon lives, 
the more bright. his day, the more perfect his 
path. : 


Compare with this the wiſdom that is adopted 


as the laſt refuge in a forlorn and vitious old 
age! This is not the ripe fruit that my foul 
defireth; the fruit of genuineneſs and ſize, of 
colour, fulneſs, and flavour; this is not the 
good tree, bringing forth that which is good ; 
growing from, and nouriſhed by a proper and 
correſponding root, but rather the appearance 
of grapes ſtuck upon a thorn-buſh, or figs 
faſtened to a thiſtle: here you have not the 
animated and glowing figure; the whole body, 
htly compacted togeiher, by that which every 
Joint ſupplieth; but an imperfett and deſettive 
form; made up of diſcordant materials; with- 
out cement, or congruity, or any common 

| ſource 
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ſource of ſupply and nutriment. We read of 
a dead faith, and dead works; ſuch is faith 
profeſſed, and works performed, in the evening 
of a miſ-ſpent and wretched life ; langour will 
always accompany and mark them. There 1s a 
time and ſeaſon to every purpoſe and work 
under the ſun; and time and ſeaſon, air, and 
influence of heaven, are not more neceſſary to 
mature the fruits of the earth, than a ſuitable 
courſe of conſcience and duty is neceſſary to 
mature our virtues. We bring forth fruit with 
patience : not through a ſudden change, but by 
care, experience, and holy diſcipline. Would 
you have the beauty, as well as the ſincerity of 
religion, begin 1n it betimes. The efforts of a 
veteran offender at virtue, and his faint and 
imperſect ſemblances of it, have excited plea- 
ſantry if not diſguſt; and in ſome caſes, his 
very good has been evil ſpoken ol. Who is he 
that goeth up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, that aged perſon, ſo exact and conſtant 
at the third and at the ninth hour? It is an old 
_ diſciple, faithful to the laſt ! No, it is the young 
beginner in religion; as you would foon diſco- 
ver by his vague theories; his defetlive ſer- 
vices; his crude and clumſey imitations ; his 
pitiful compenſations and ſubſtitutions : it is the 
unfaithful ſervant; afraid of his maſter, and of 
D | his 
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his approaching account; ſcared at the grim 
viſage of death, which his glaſs ſhews him in 
his own viſage; and ſeeking by a few heartleſs 
formalities to make up for a long want of un- 
deriianding and goodneſs. But he gives alms 
at the gate of the temple ! Yes, of ſuch things 
as he has: but it is the day of ſmall things: 
the eſtate is gone; the fortune 1s left upon the 
gameſter's table; melted in the harlots houſes ; 
or waſted with riotous living: and now with 
the ſcantlings that are barely ſufficient to ſupply 
and warm himſelf, he is for protecting and 
cheering others. The temple, and the beggar 
at its gate, have no boon that would once have 
been accepted elſewhere, Even wiſdom when 
ingrafted upon folly, makes but an uncouth and 
awkward appearance : it is the piece of new 
cloth put into the old garment, bringing the 
rent to remembrance, though by no means 
making it worſe. But a beauty reſts upon an 
even, unbroken character, and a bleſſing follows 
it; „ bleſſed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his raiment!” Heaven exhibits ſuch men with an 
air of exultation and complacency ; © theſe are 
they that have not defiled their garments, and 
they ſhall walk with me in white for they are 
worthy.” | 


. Early 
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II. Early wiſdom is the ſource of comfort 
and enjoyment, throughout all future life. 


The very beſt happineſs is from within. The 
well of water that moſt refreſhes us is there. 
Wiſdom creates the only heaven that we can 
have upon earth. That diſcharges the mind of 
every troubleſome gueſt : baniſhes fear, pre- 
cludes remorſe, delivers from ravenous avarice, 
diſquieting ambition, and gnawing envy ; allows 
no bluſh of ſhame, ſaves from ſelf-upbraidings, 
thoſe worſt upbraidings of all; and introduces 
in the room of theſe things, courage, and ſelf- 
= approbation ; contentment, humility, love, pre- 

2X4 ſence of mind, tranquillity, and ſecurity.” The 
good man is ſatisfied from himſelf ; and has no 
occaſion to go further than himſelf, or to fly 
himſelf, in order to be happy. 


Early wiſdom is a ſource of enjoyment 
through after life, as it occupies, and fills the 
mind; and repleniſhes it with its own greatneſs. 
It ſuggeſts high and noble thoughts; engages in 

great and good deſigns ; furniſhes the beſt em- 
ployment; and creates an inexhauſtible ſource 
of energy and vigour. How deſirable, to have 
no diſconſolate void, and of courſe, no ſelf- 
wearineſs, or ſelf-loathing! This is the happy 
> ſtate 
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ſtate with the early votary of wiſdom. He 
has no vacuity to depreſs him; meets with no 
ſpectre to affright him. Wiſdom makes the 
houſe clean; and by her hand, it 1s not only. 
ſwept, but garniſhed.;. and becomes a very 
chamber of imagery, in which he may walk 
and contemplate, with great, ſucceſſive, and 
ever varying delights. How full is the bleſſed- 
neſs of ſolid and juſt thoughts; corre& ſenti- 
ments; uſeful, or ornamental knowledge; the 
embelliſhments of a cultivated genius, and of a. 
diſciplined ſpirit! All is delightful in an em- 
ployed, and an improved. mind ; and the 
poſſeſſor feels his happineſs in the furniture 
and purſuits of it. How different is it with 
the child of vice and folly! He is empty of all 
ſolid good; and for want of good company, 
the worſt enters: the ſeven devils enter in, and 
dwell there : vain imaginations, exceſſive, but. 
miſplaced, and unworthy affections ; abſurd 
appetitions and deſires; violent, though mean 
reſentments ; the jealouſies of ignorance or 
of guilt; and the revengeful workings of an 
illiberal and a turbulent heart : himſelf his. 
worſt enemy, and time his heavieſt burthen : 
employed, or rather, conſumed, amongſt the 
wretchedeſt characters about him, or in cruel 
hoſtilities with the creatures, injuriouſly, con- 


ſidered; 
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fidered as beneath him: conſumed in cruel _ 
hoſtilities with them, or in pitiful victories over 
them : in irritating their paſſions; watehing 
their conteſts; applying to their predilections, 
or antipathies ; triumphing over their weakneſs, 
or betraying their confidence; magnify ing him- 
ſelf by their ſtrength, or ſpeed ; for his covet- 
ouſneſs, or wantonnels, put to unſuitable and 
diſhonourable trials; till the time that his 
wearineſs redeems from chaſing or tormenting 
the brutes, is {punt in making himſelf one; by 
exceſſes, which leaving him only the ſhape of 


man, makes that very ſhape his further reproach: 


the village alehouſe, or the city tavern, the 
fcene of his nocturnal and noiſy triumphs over 
generoſity, mercy, and humanity ; over the 
patience and property of others, and perhaps 
over {ome things that were once good in him- 
ſelf! How many young men have I known, of 
fortune, and of family, through ſelf. neglect, 
and obſtinate refuſal of wiſdom, greater bur- 
thens to themſelves than to thoſe around them; 
(and their lot has been bad enough) becauſe 


though others could run from them, they could 


not run from themſelves; their common and 
general aſſociates, thoſe who ſubmitted to take 
their company, and their money together. 


What could ſuch people do, if chey bad not 


the 
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the defenceleſs part of the creation to worry 


and to deſtroy “! 
Early 


„„ Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare:“ ſo ſaid 
Thompſon, that child and poet of nature. Alike poor 1s 
the triumph o'er the chaſed roe, and the hind let looſe; 
enlarged to be deſtroyed. The character of a ſportſman has 
always appeared to me, a moſt unamiable and cenſurable 
character; as made up of inſidiouſneſs, violence, and cruelty. 
The principle of ſelf-preſervation, which is common to all 
creatures, ſhews itſelf in thoſe which are the objects of 
attention to the heroes of the ficld, in very wonderful habits 
and exemplifications of preſentiment, caution, and manage- 
ment. Man, poſſeſſed of the ſame principle (though in the 
uſe of it, neither ſo uniform nor ſucceſsful for his own 
ſatety) has by obſervation and attention enabled himſelf to 
preclude or defeat the exertions of it in them: to prevent 
their pre-apprehenſion, nullify their caution, and counteract 
their management. His methods of deceiving, enſnaring, 
and circumventing them, are in many inſtances humiliating 
indeed : he croucheth and humbleth himſelf that he may 
draw them into his net; and magnifies himſelf by his ſuc- 
ceſſes, though by expedients diſhonourable to his nature; 
but his idleneſs muſt be relieved ſome way, and his miſ- 
chievous paſſions have vent ſomewhere, To follow affrighted 
and defenceleſs creatures with their hideous and unnatural 
whoopings and yellings ; to drive them in their deſperation 
and extremity into the holes and caves of the rock, or the 
ocean which they inſtinctively dread to get rid of their more 
raging and boiſterous purſuers, is reckoned high and capital 
enjoyment : but to be iz at the death, that is, to be witneſſes 


to the 1 innocent creatures laſt ”—_ and terrors, that is feli- 
- | city 
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Early wiſdom is moreover a ſource of com- 
fort throughout the longeſt life, as it precludes 
all thoſe ſad retroſpe&s, which late converts do 


and muſt experience. 
Wiſdom 


city and honour indeed ; the iu total of all ein and ſpeed, 

proweſs, and privileged good fortune ; the glory of the 
ſquire, the parſon, and the peer; whoſe names, and fames, 
in ſuch a connection are trumpeted through the world in the 
common vehicles of important intelligence. A fine ſporting 
country, ſhall be made the determining circumſtance in the 
choice of habitation ; and @ cure of ſouls, ſhall be more | 
eligible for this appendage, than for the ſouls themſelves; 
their number, docility, or capacity for ſpiritual inſtruction! 


The leaping of walls, the running againſt each other; or 
againſt time, till their legs are broken, or their heart-ſtrings 
ſnapt aſunder; the inſtances of which we are informed of, 
and wounded by, in the public prints, confirm what I ſay of 
unſuitable and diſhonourable trials : and of the betrayal of 
confidence, I lately had one tale authenticated to me, which, 
improper as it was for the dignity and gravity of the pulpit, 
may I hope be pardonably detailed from the preſs. 


A young man of wealth, by uſual courteſy denominated 
an Eſquire, had tamed and domeſticated a fox. With the 
capriciouſneſs that belongs to ſuch young men, whoſe tender 
mercies generally dwell next door to cruelty, he one day 
took it into his head that he would divert himſelf and his 
aſſociates by hunting it; and accordingly turned it out 
before his hounds. It was in vain. They had long lived 
together; Reynard would not run, nor the canine ſpecies 

| | worry 
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1 1 3 
Wiſdom comes not at a late period but with 
ſome degree of pain. It is the ſudden effulgence 
of that light which ſhews a man the horrors and 
dangers of the darkneſs he has ſo long dwelt 
in; and as it has happened that perſons have 
even died with terror at diſcovering by the 
dawn of day the precipice they in the night 
walked by the edge of; ſo has a late entrance 
of wiſdom occaſioned a perturbation and horror 
of mind. A man ftariles at the ſight of his 


worry or irritate, To remove this grievous balk in the 
paſtime of the day, the vile noiſes and vociterations which 
are bellowed on theſe occaſions, were adopted, to excite 
that fear on one fide, and that vehemence on the other, 
which neither of the creatures were diſpoſcd to manifeſt, 
They continued to view each other with a friendly eye. It 
ſeems the antipathies that we call natural, may be precluded, 
or ſubdued ; and that no inveteracies but thoſe of vice, are 
incurable. What 1s now to be done? 'The fox, from the 
fear of man, and the ſtrife of tongues, had by ſome auxiliary 

circumſtances, gained the thatch of a barn : in conſcious 
ſecurity above, he placidly ſurveyed his foes below. What 
was to be done to provoke the wiſhed-for chace? It was 
ſuggeſted to the maſter, that could he get within the ſpring 
of his confidential animal, that animal would commit itſelf 
to him. This Judas Iſcariot purſued the hint. He climbed 
near to his once fondled fox, who immediately threw himſelf 
into his boſom. He had found an aſylum, and a deliverer ! 
The maſter threw him down upon the pack below ; the 
ſuddenneſs, and the violence of the throw excited fury, and 
the deceived fox was torn inſtantly to pieces. | 
chains, 
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chains, though they are broken; and with 
conſciouſneſs of preſent ſafety, is deeply af- 
fected with the hazards he has ran, and the 
ruin that he has made his hair-breadth eſcape 
from ; and fearfulneſs and trembling take hold 
of him; he ſees his paſt life to have been a 
continued courſe of inanity, and folly, of de- 
luſion, diſorder, and danger; and his path to 


have been all. but deſperate and ruinous ; he 


finds himſelf ſaved by a ſort of friendly violence, 
both from, and againſt himſelf; ſome friend or 
angel laying hold on him, becauſe merciful unto 
him; he is ſaved with fear to himſelf, and not 
without it, to thoſe who ventured ſo near him 
as to pluck him out of the fire; and all his diſ- 
quieting ſenſations and reflections are accom- 
panied with a ſelf contempt and reformidation: 
« thou makeſt mine own clothes to abhor me!“ 
Not ſo the earlier lover and diſciple of viſ- 


dom: he has no melancholy and mortifying 
retroſpetts; he has calmneſs of reflection, as 


well as brightneſs of proſpett. 


III. Early wiſdom is of greateſt ſervice to the 
world. OY 1 


Wiſdom is of little comparative avail, when 
the beſt occaſions and the propereſt ſeaſons for 
3 uſing 
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uſing it are over. What great benefit accrues 
to the world, from an old ſinner ſeeing and 
lamenting his iniquities? For any thing that 
the world, or the benefit of the world, has to 
do with him, we may take up the indignant 
permiſſion, © he that is unjuſt, let him be unjuſt 


ſtill; and he that is filthy, let him be filthy ſtill!“ 


Are a man's bones filled with the fins of his 
youth, let him lic down in the duſt with them 
and be confided to the tender mercies of a 
long-ſuffering and forgiving God! How do I 
know that any man is fincere in a late change 
of life and manners? What ſignifies a diſtaſte 
to the libertine world, when the ſtomach is in- 
capable of its luxuries, and the head of its 
tumults and revellings, and when the limbs 


can no longer carry to its ſhows and its ex- 


ceſſes: when the debilitated body can no longer 
endure the loads which it once good humour- 
edly ſuffered to be laid upon it, and carried as 
far, and as long as it was able to do; and 
when thoſe days are come, in which none but 
the wiſe and virtuous find pleaſure ! 


But giving to the old repentant what credit 
you will for the ſincerity of his compunQtions 
and confeſſions, what is their great utility, and 
where their extenſive ule? Late converts to 


h God. 


1 
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God and virtue, add to the general ſtock of hap- 
pineſs but feebly and ſlenderly. The harveſt 
is paſt; the ſummer is ended; and theſe make 


nothing perfect. That which is crooked can- 


not be made ſtraight; nor can the chafms of a 
long miſ-ſpent life, be filled up by untimed, 


though vehement exertions in the dregs of it. 


The ground is as ſtoney as a long blinded, per- 
verted, judgment, and a long petrified, and 
ſeared conſcience can make it; and a few hand- 
fuls of adventitious, ſuperadded earth, bringeth 
fruit that dureth but for a while. What are the 
wiſer thoughts of the eleventh hour, to the real 
ſervice of him that hath wrought all day in the 
vineyard? The time cometh when no man can 
work. Late wiſdom can do but little good; 
and it cannot undo former harm. The parent's 
heart has many years been broken: a father's 
forrows he deep and ſilent in the duſt with him; 


and the fountain of a mother's tears has long 


ceaſed to flow! The vexed, betrayed, injured, 
friend, is removed out of the way of any ſub- 
miſſions or remunerations that it might be 
wiſhed he ſhould receive; and the ſeveral 
victims of the reclaimed profligate's cruelty or 
luſt are ſcattered in all lands; or are no longer 
to be fought in this land of the living. One 


finner worketh much evil; more than he 
E 2 thinketh 
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thinketh of; or than his late reformations can 


do away, or compenſate for. 


By the intereſting conſideration of ſervice 
and utility to the world, as well as from a re- 
gard to your own amiableneſs of character, and 
comfort of heart, young men, ſeek wiſdom! and 
walk in her dignified and conſecrated paths. 
The world looks for virtuous wiſdom in you. 
It is neceſſary to the concerns and buſineſſes of 


the world. Knowledge and rettitude, honour 


and conſcience, cleanneſs of hands, and pure- 
neſs of principle, are the bands by which civil 


ſociety is held together: theſe things con- 


ſtitute the life and ſoul, the vigour and felicity 
of the general community of the earth ; and 
the ſeveral ſubdiviſions of that vaſt community 


find themſelves to be honoured and bleſſed, as 


theſe things pervade and influence them. By 
the bleſſing of the upright the city is eſtabliſhed: 
all is compact, ſecure, and flouriſhing : but it is 
overthrown by the breath of the wicked. Ig- 
norance, artihce, ſelf-love, and ſelf-ſeeking, 
extravagant paſſions, baſe affections, a want of 
integrity, ſimplicity, and benevolence, ſiniſter 
ends, and a diſingenuous mind, do ſo far as 
they ſpread, ſtrike at the root of all ſocial ſe- 
curity and enjoyment; a man becomes a traitor 
to 


and Purſuit of Wiſdom. 29 


to his own ſtock and race by them; and more 
deſerving men find their happineſs undermined, 
their confidence betrayed, their ſubſtance in- 
jured, and their proſpects deſtroyed by them. 
Men have a claim upon one another for vir— 
tuous conduct. The ſeaſon of youth is no 
ſooner paſſed, but an active part is to be taken 
in the world; and all thoſe good qualities that 
the ſafety and peace of the world depend upon, 
are to be brought forth into att and exerciſe ; 
they are wanted ſoon, and muſt therefore be 
ſtudied ſoon ; mils not your ſeed time ; nor 
caſt your harveſt into the depth of winter, Be 
familiar and expert betimes in all the amiable 
and excellent arts and habits of holy and 
honourable living. Your integrity 1s wanted 
on the exchange; your wiſdom in the ſenate ; 
your eloquence at the bar; your learning in 
the church; your ſkill and induſtry, for the 
ſalvation of the ſtate : begin life with theſe ob- 
jects in view, and.reap the plenteous increaſe 
of your wiſe thoughts, and virtuous aſſiduities! 


Let parents ſee the reward of their attentions, 
the happy iſſue of their cares, the rich fruits of 
their expence, the accompliſhment of their 
wiſhes, the fulfilment of their juſt expectations! 
You were reared to maturity and vigour by 

= their 
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their conſtant anxieties, and occafionat hard- 
| ſhips; by their weariſome days, and ſleepleſs 
nights: by their ſtrength made your own, 
you crept through the weakneſſes of infant ex- 
iftence : by their vigilance you were kept from 
falling in the firſt and feeble eflays of your 
own ſtrength : and were furniſhed by their af- 
feaion with a ready and ſuitable ſuſtenance as 
the calls of nature and appetite demanded : 
were you before them, you were their Joy ; 
were you from under their eye, they ſought you 
ſorrowing: from your childhood to your youth 
up, they only exchanged one care for another 
on your account: give them the ſatisfaction of 
believing that their virtues and uſefulneſs will 
tive in you, and they will hardly conſider their 
own deaths as a final and abſolute departure! 
Let the world have its juſt claims upon you ; 
and above all, be faithful to yourſelves ! Be 
ambitious. of that beſt of lives, the living in 
other men's eſteem and honour : this is the beſt 
iife, and the moſt durable : it ſhall be told to 
the generation following, and that ſhall call you 
bleſſed. You may depend upon it that your 
memories will be embalmed, if you do but 
prepare the ſpices ! 


Wiſdom, 
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Wiſdom, and that in early life, is as attain- 
able, as we have ſeen it to be deſirable. The 
text, as I before ſaid, ſuppoſes a valuable 
character, and makes a liberal promiſe to it, 
The promiſe ariſes out of the character; and 
the character enſures the promiſe : I will there- 
fore blend them together in the particulars that 
follow. L | 


I. Wiſdom will be found of us becauſe 
« fought.” 


He that ſeeketh findeth. It is ſo in the 
common affairs of life. Great things are 
brought about by ſtrong and aſſiduous appli- 
cation; and if this be the caſe in common 
things, where no great declarations are made 
of divine influence and heavenly co-operation, 
much more may we ſuppoſe it to be ſo in things 
of higher importance and uſe: and we have 
manifold aſſeverations on the matter, © If any 
man lack wiſdom, let him alk it of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
them not, and it ſhall be given him.” A 
diſpenſation of religion prior to that which is 
called the diſpenſation of the ſpirit and of life, 
has ſimilar promiſes, and they equally expreſs. 
© Then ſhall they know if they follow on to 


know 
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know the Lord.” And again, © What man is 
he that feareth the Lord, him ſhall he teach 
in the way that he ſhall chooſe: he ſhall 
make him to underſtand juſtice and judg- 
ment, yea, and every good path.” The 
Father of lights, will give us of his light. 
That Jeſus who 1s the light of the world, will 
by his goſpel ſtill enlighten every man that 
cometh into the world. He who attributed 
the inefficacy of his light, to the darkneſs, 
the thick darkneſs, of the hearts into which 
it was no ſooner pourcd than it was abſorbed, 
will not with-hold the communication of it to 
ſuſceptible and congenial minds, in which it 
ſhall find ray for ray; nor will he who laid the 
blindneſs of the Jews to their not coming 
to him for knowledge, be wanting in the diſ— 
penſation of it to any that betake themſelves to 
him for obtaining it. | 


11. The © love” of wiſdom, under which 
we ſeek it, is a further ſecurity for our finding 
it : and that for two reaſons : the ſearch will 
be more cordial on our part, and more ac- 
ceptable on God's part. ö 


It will be more ardent and cordial on our 
ſide: and therefore more ſucceſsful. 


How 
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How proſperous are men in the purſuits that 
they ſet their hearts upon! Strong deſire is 
nerve and wing: nerve to our exertions, and 
wing to our ſpirits, in their attempted ſoarings 
to determined and favourite objects. And ſo 
will it be in our aſpirations after wiſdom and 
virtue. We ſhall approve ourſelves; ſhall feel 
our own enlargement; holy affettions, high and 
devotional habits, will lift us above the com- 
mon level; we ſhall perceive our aſcent to 
higher things than others propoſe to themſelves; 
and thus preſſing towards the mark, ſhall ain 
che . of our high calling. 


And as we ſhall ſeek wiſdon more cordially, 
when we ſeck it in the love of it, ſo more ac- 
ceptably to God, and therefore more ſucceſs- 
ſully to ourſelves, N 


God is pleaſed with this fpirit of goodneſs, 
and will both aſſiſt, and reward it. Wiſdom 
ſpeaks in his name, and engages for him; I 
love them that love me. Jeſus loved the young 
man that kneeled before him inquiring the way 
to eternal life': and the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt will love every young perſon 
that comes to him with petition and paſſion for 
holy inſtruction and virtuous happineſs. This 

"F ſincere 
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ſincere and prevailing love of goodneſs, is that 
hungering and thirſting after righteouſneſs, 
which is claſſed with the very greateſt bleſſings; 
and they that have it ſhall be filled : they ſhall 
have all the wiſdom and goodneſs that their 
enlightened minds covet; and ſhall be abun- 
dantly bappy in their own excellent diſpoſitions 
and affections now, and in the ſure reward of 
them hereafter. The love of wiſdom ſatisfies 
and pleaſes in proportion to the degree in which 
it is intenſe and vehement; and is certain of 
being fully and happily gratified: God meets | 
them that remember him in their way; and that 
rejoice in the deſire and the work of righteouſ- 
neſs. 


III. The © early,” as well as the empaſ. 
ſioned ſearch of wiſdom, enſures the finding it. 


Youth is the time for all vigorous and ſucceſs. 
ful exertions, and therefore for this: the acqui- 
ſition of knowledge and virtue, and improving 
habits of both. Then it is that an ardour 
pervades the ſoul that carries this ſacred paſſion, 
the love of wiſdom, above all oppoſing and 
threatening difficulties. Indifference, timidneſs, 
and langour, belong not to this ſeaſon: what 
youth affetts, it affccts with energy: and where 

wiſdom 
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wiſdom is the mark, it will aſſuredly be reached: 
its words will be found and eaten, and be joy 
and rejoicing to the heart. To ſee an exten- 
five field for wiſdom to act in; to take in an 
ample ſurvey the noble and numerous exempli- 
fications that may be made of it, and to have a 
due apprehenſion of its rewards, in a long life 
of tranquillity, eminence, and honour, this 
creates and ſtrengthens that virtuous ambition 
which ſubdues all things to itſelf. Reſolution, 
in common caſes does great matters: virtuous 
reſolution does ſtill greater, and the reſolution 
of intelligent and well-diſpoſed youth, does all 
that they deſire : and eſpecially that beſt of all 
things, the obtainment of the wiſdom that per- 

fetts for this world, and leads to another and a 

happier. 5 


They that e ſeek” me, in the *love” of me, 
and ſeek me “ early“ ſhall find me. | 


You perceive that wiſdom muſt be * ſought,” 
before it is poſſeſſed: it is one of thoſe good 
things that we cannot have without our own 
exertions and labours : it is born, not of blood, 
nor of the will of the fleſh: nor of the will of 
man: it does not come by anceſtry, nor inheri- 
tance : by carnal indulgencies, nor paſſionate 
wiſhes ; 
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wiſhes; nor is it ſo entirely of God, as to pre- 
clude the neceſſity of our being workers toge- 
ther with him: in this matter we vainly look 
for inſpiration: God does not make us wiſe 
againſt our own wills, or in the abſence of our 
own endeavours; and men cannot : promo- 
tion may come from the north, or the ſouth; 
any wind of heaven may blow it unto us: 
fortune or title, place or penſion, may come by 
chance or accident, while we are journeying, 
or ſleeping, while we are vainly, or wickedly 
employed ; but to be learned, or virtuous, we 
muſt ſubmit to literary and religious diſcipline; 
and muſt accuftom ourſelves to reflection, ſelf- 
denial, and ſelf-government : and this makes 
wiſdom a moſt valuable poffeſſion indeed; I 
mean, its arguing qualities of diſtinguiſhed ex- 
cellence in the poſſeſſor. Wiſdom muſt be 
ſought: and to fuch ſeeking is the promiſe 
made. If thou crieſt after knowledge, and 
lifteſt up thy voice for underſtanding ; if thou 
ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt for her as for 
hidden treaſures: then ſhalt thou underſtand 
the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God! 5 


But where dwelleth wiſdom, and where is 
the place of underſtanding? Whither is our 
| early 
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early and cordial ſearch to be directed, within 
what lines are we to walk for meeting her, and 
by what marks to be guided to her dwelling? 


It is not the path that the vulture's eye hath 55 


not ſeen, and which no fowl knoweth, that leads 
to her: ſhe makes not darkneſs her ſecret place; 
nor is her way hid from all living. Truth con- 
ccals not herſelf in the profound abyſs; nor 
need we ſay who ſhall aſcend up into heaven, or 
deſcend into the deep, to bring Chriſt down 
from above, or up again from the dead? Were 
the maxims and leſſons of wiſdom abſtruſe and 
recondite, and like gold from the mine, to be 
come at no other way than by painful reſearch, 
and laborious inveſtigation, we might ceaſe to 
wonder that few there be that find them: but 
what ſaith an infallible oracle? The word is 
nigh thee, even in thy mouth and in thine heart: 
that is, the word of faith which we preach. 
Wherefore, 


Seek wiſdom, © in the Bible;” that primary 
| ſource of all that is wiſe and good, great and 
excellent: by this ſhall a young man cleanſe his 
way. If it be true that the Lord giveth wiſ- 
dom, and that out of his mouth cometh under- 
ſtanding, then ſeek wiſdom from that revelation 
by which he ſpeaks to us. The Bible both 

records, 
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records, and makes, good and great characters: 
heroes as well as ſaints: not merely amiable, or 
uſeful, but wonderful men. No annals ever 
produced ſuch a line of exalted worthies as this 
book has done: and theſe tranſcendent charac- 
ters became what they were by the very princi- 
ples which it inculcates. Age aſter age has 
proved the ſolidity of its maxims, the ſafety of 
its counſels, the excellency of its ſpirit, the 
truth of its promiſes, the reaſonableneſs of its 
_ diſcipline, the value of all its objects and ends: 
heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but God's 
word ſhall never loſe one jot or tittle of its 
fovercign value, efficacy, and utility, © Thy 
ſtatutes have been my counſellors !” © I know 

zore than the ancients becauſe I keep thy 
commandments!” IT may repent of commit- 
ting myſelf to other directors, but « ] ſhall 
not be aſhamed when I have a reſpett to all 
thy judgments!” The practical wiſdom of ages 
and nations is collected into this volume, and 
exhibited, and improved upon in it. 


From the ingrafted word, that is declared 
« able to fave the ſoul,” ſeek to be perſett and 
entire, wanting nothing. The book that com- 
N prehends both the law of God, and the inſtitutes 
0 Jelus, is no UNWeildy or cumberſome book; 
168 
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its precepts are not ſo numerous but thy memo- 
ry may hold them, and the fleſhly table of thy 
heart contain them: thou mayeſt carry it from 
the cloſet to the parlour, nor can the moſt caſual 
glance be void of ſome uſe, and information to 
thee: its commandments are a lamp, and its 
laws are light, and its reproofs are inſtruétion: 
thou mayeſt conſult it by the way, as well as in 
the houſe; and from thy chair mayeſt convey 
it to thy pillow; and when thou goeſt, it ſhall 
lead thee ; when thou ſleepeſt it ſhall keep thee ; 
and when thou awakeſt it ſhall talk with thee, 
it ſhall tell thee what proportion this life bears 
to another; how thou mayeſt eſcape tempta- 


tions, and overcome afflictions; live virtuoully, 


and die happily ; meet death, and at laſt have 
an inheritance of glory among the wiſe! Re- 
vealed religion is the true light from heaven : 
it ſhines full upon thee, and will infallibly lead 
thee thither! Art thou ignorant? Be it to thy- 
ſelf that thou art ſo; for the fountain of in— 
ſtruction 1s near thee. Art thou in doubt? 
Thou haſt the Son of God to reſolve thee, 
what thou ſhalt do to inherit eternal life : thou 
hait his promiſe to aſcertain it: his directions 
to point the road; his example to inipire thee; 
the energy of his goſpel to help thee, Think 
highly of the advantage of divine revelation 

| | for 
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for the purſuit and acquirement of wiſdom ; 
and have a due ſenſe of the inſelicity and guilt 
of letting thoſe advantages ſlip, unimproved, 
and undiſcerned. What meaſure of tears will 
be ſufficient to lament our own unhappineſs, 
what ſelf-upbraidings will be equal to our folly ; 
what puniſhment can exceed our evil deſert, 
if any of the poor Heathens who have ſeduloufly 
gicaned up their religious principles from dif— 
ferent quarters, and diſtant regions, and formed 
them into a regular and uniform ſyſtem by their 
own application and genius, ſhould at laſt be 
found more complete in goodnels than we, who 
have enjoyed the clear and perſect inſtitution of 
the. Son of God: and if we behold them par- 
takers of a bleſſed immortality, who could 
know nothing about immortality but what they 
collected from men as dark and bewildered as 
themſelves, we ſhould find ourſelves excluded 
from the poſſeſſion of it; we, who have it fully 
revealed, and expreſsly propoſed to us as the 
prize of our high calling in Chriſt Telus! We 
have no leſs a perſon than the Lord Jeſus to 
inſtruct us in the happy art of living ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godiy in this preſent world; 
and ſhall we be left behind by thoſe who had 
only the morals of Seneca or Epictetus to form 
themlelves upon, and every ſpark of light 120 


{trike 
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ſtrike out, before they could have it to guide 
themſelves by! Seek wiſdom, the beſt of wil- 
dom from the Bible ; every leaf contains it : I 
add, ſeek wiſdom alſo in, and from © living 
characters. 


The principles and rules of wiſdom as they 
are laid down in the Bible are excellent and 
lovely; as exemplified in living characters, they 
1 have an attractive and irreſiſtible charm. The 
former, are the true lines, the latter, the finiſhed 
figure. We ſee integrity and truth, ſelf-denial, 
and benevolence, with every other human and 
divine virtue to the very greateſt advantage, 
when we ſee them in the lives of thoſe excellent 
perſons who are governed by them, make ſacri- 
fices to them, and are made great and happy by 
. Paul uſes the remarkable expreſſion, of 

* adorning the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt:“ 
ad gives it in charge to us to do ſo. Beautiful 
as the dottrine of Chriſt is as it lies in the New _ 
Teſtament, it ſeems, we may caſt an additional 
beauty upon it, by the due exemplifications of 
it in our own lives and actions; and that real 
life is more than the completeſt ſyſtem. Here, 
then, in real life, let young men ſeek wiſdom ; 
let them contemplate the grave and ſober, the 
eyen and uniform, the reſpetted and reſpectable 
G charatters 
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characters of wiſe and juſt and uſeſul men: 
mark the perfect, and behold the upright, till 
they are changed into the ſame image. Theſe 
are the light of the world, and the ſalt of the 
carth : and, as ſome have juſtly obſeryed, “ it 
3s a great inſtance of the wiſdom and goodneſs 


of Divine Providence, that notwithſtanding the 


multitudes that die every day, there ſhould al- 
ways be numerous examples of elder and more 
experienced perſons left in the world in every 
age, to inſtruct and guide the riſing generation 
in it, and to train young perſons up to uſeful- 
neſs and happineſs, by their counſels and cau- 


tions, directions and examples: otherwiſe, the 


experience of one generation would be loſt to 
another; and every age muſt begin afreſh upon 
its own ſtock ; which muſt needs be to great 
diſadvantage. Days ſpeak, and the multitude 
of years teach wiſdom. 


In order to their making that animated and 


early ſearch after wiſdom that enſures the 
finding of it, let all young perſons be aware 
that they will certainly need wiſdom ; and that 
they may not be retarded or fruſtrated in 
their purſuit of it, let them avoid thoſe vain 
perſons who neglect and refuſe it. 
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et all young men be aware that they will 


want wildom. 


It is the principal thing: the one thing need- 
ful : have what you will beſides, yet if this one 
thing thou lackeſt, thou art poor and incomplete 
indeed! Solomon long fince ſaid, that wiſdom 
is good with an inheritance : and I will add that 
an inheritance is good with wiſdom ; and good 
for little without it ; for what inheritance can 
ſupply the want of ſenſe and virtue ; or ſhield 
its owner's head from the many dangers and 
miſchiefs of untutored ignorance, and unbridled 
proſaneneſs? There are undiſciplined and irre- 
ligious perſons who have this world's goods to 
the full, but could we aſk them, are you happy ; 
is all within complete and fatisfattory to you; 
they wouid anſwer in the negative. And yet 
this incomplete happineſs is all that multitudes 
reſt in: and all that they provide for thoſe that 
come after them: their only care is that their 
children may be rich enough; and they ima- 
gine that little time, and little pains will make 
them wiſe and good enough. But how fad is the 

contraſt between fullneſs and ſplendour without, 
and emptineſs and deformity within! between 
the well-furniſhed houſe and the ill-furniſhed 
mind! cell with.ceday, and paint with vermilion, 
_ but 
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but if all is great and ſhining but yourſelves, ye 


are but the potſherd covered with filver droſs; 


the baſeneſs of the clay will appear through the 
external gilding, and fſubjett you to reproach 
and deriſion. It is a falſe luſtre in which many 


ſhine : dazzling for the moment, but not com- 


manding any laſting admiration and reſpett. 
There muſt be the inner man of the heart, to 
give weight and fignificancy to outer appearance. 
We muſt be all glorious within, or the glory 


that is without, will fade as it is looked upon. 


Man that is in honour, but underſtandeth not, is 
like the beaſts that periſh ! How diſguſting is it 
to ſee people rich, but ignorant; gaily attired 
but of coarſe ſpeech, and awkward manners: 
poſſeſſing all things, without becoming any 
thing! Come to me, ſays celeſtial wiſdom, for 
thoſe ornaments and treaſures which as yet do 
not bclong to thee: © I counſel thee to buy of 
me gold tried in the fire that thou mayelt be rich, 
and white raiment that thou mayeſt be clothed, 
and that no nakedneſs or ſhame may appear !” 
Wiſdom is the aggrandizing, the enriching, the 
tranſmuting quality; the trueſt and divineſt 
4 transfiguration;” the faſhion of the counte- 
nance is altered by it: the intelligent and 
virtuous foul ſhines through the fleſhly covering, 
and makes the raiment white and gliſtering ! 

With 
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With a perſuaſion of the neceſſity of wiſdom, 
avoid thoſe vain perſons who neglect or 


. refuſei it. | - 


| Evil communications corrupt good manners : 
| 1 and be not deceived, as if this was not its general 
3 inlluence, or vould not be its influence upon you. 


Axoid familiarity with the vices of wicked 
= ap and with the men themſelves : for here, 


V!y familiarity with the vices of men, I mean 

7 the making ourſelves frequent witneſſes of 
> them ; the viewing them, or having them 
1 brought into our view : and this young perſons 
2 1 cannot do with ſafety. 


The power of habit and aſſociation is ama- 
6 | Zing: by this antipathies vaniſh ; prejudices are 
1 overcome; and even complacencies ſucceed in 
B their ſtead. © The monſters of Africa are not 
1 terrible to their keepers:” accuſtomedneſs 
1 deſtroys all horror and fear: and in like man- 
4H ner, accuſtomednels to the ſight and hearing of 
= wicked men's extravagancies and enormities of 
= conduct, deſtroys all the ſurpriſe and pain, that 
= the 
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the innocent ſoul was at firſt ſhaken with: from 
being dreadful they become ſupportable; we are 
Urſt reconciled, and next inclined to them. How 
lovely a fight is an uncorrupted young man, 
while as yet unacquainted with the wicked, in 


the houſe of his father, or in the ſequeſtered 


walks of innocence, virtue, and ſcience! Bring 
him into the world, and make him a ſpectator of 
the characters upon it, and in many caſes, how 


ſoon does a difference appear! Communication 


and intercourſe, without criminal ſolicitation, 


or treacherous deſign, is a dangerous, and often- 
times, a ruinous thing. As denoting no more 


than meer converſe, evil communication, leads 
to evil habits and manners, by faſter ſteps than 
we imagine : the talk of the lips tendeth to other 


things, as well as poverty : and perhaps in the 


low and wretched claſſes of mankind, many be- 
come prepared for the diſmal and atrocious 
deeds which they commit, by the tremendous 
language they ordinarily uſe ; and the infernal 
execrations and threatenings in which they 
wantonly indulge themſelves. Can no reſtraint 
he laid upon the tongue ſet on fire of hell; and 
letting on fire the courſe of nature? We have 
endeavourcd to check, or chaſtiſe, the ſpeeches 
that outrage civil government: why not prevent, 
or puniſh, thoſe that outrage religion and 

ET decency ; 
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enced, and eaſily drawn after them. 
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decency ; and prepare for all rebellions againſt 
the ſovereign of the univerſe : thus carrying it 
equally towards Czfar and towards God? . 


Keep guilty objects out of fight, and guilty 


> courſes out of common converſe: by often 


come to roll them as a {ſweet morſel under it; 


nor can we expect to be much in an impure 
region without drawing in its peſtilential air. 
Leſſen not the real and unchangeable hideouſ- 
neſs of vice by any choſen approaches to it, or 
near contemplation of it; keep your diſtance, 
and your terrors; as that will always keep its 
deformity and malignity. 


Oh, let all ſuch as are yet ſound and unpol- 
luted, ſhut their eyes and ſtop their ears, from 
fight and report of other men's wickedneſs! 
Sight often indulged, and report liſtened to, will 
deſtroy thoſe virtuous timidities, and all that 
indignation and anguiſh, at the commiſſion of 
flagrant offences which the untainted mind poſ- 
ſeſſes; and which are the firſt fences of its reli- 
gion and peace: by the beholding of tranſ- 
greſſors, we may become leſs grieved for them, 
or ſurpriſed at them; and more readily influ- 


Avoid 
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the innocent ſoul was at firſt ſhaken with: from 


being dreadful they become ſupportable; we are 


Urſt reconciled, and next inclined to them. How 
lovely a ſight is an uncorrupted young man, 
while as yet unacquainted with the wicked, in 
the houſe of his father, or in the ſequeſtered 
walks of innocence, virtue, and ſcience ! Bring 
him into the world, and make him a ſpectator of 


the characters upon it, and in many caſes, how 


ſoon does a difference appear! Communication 
and intercourſe, without criminal ſolicitation, 
or treacherous deſign, is a dangerous, and often- 
times, a ruinous thing. As denoting no more 


than meer converſe, evil communication, leads 


to evil habits and manners, by faſter ſteps than 
we imagine : the talk of the lips tendeth to other 
things, as well as poverty : and perhaps in the 


low and wretched claſſes of mankind, many be- 


come prepared for the diſmal and atrocious 
deeds which they commit, by the tremendous 
language they ordinarily uſe; and the infernal 


execrations and threatenings in which they 
wantonly indulge themſelves. Can no reſtraint 


he laid upon the tongue ſet on fire of hell; and 
ſetting on fire the courſe of nature? We have 
endeavourcd to check, or chaſtiſe, the ſpeeches 
that outrage civil government: why not prevent, 
or puniſh, thole that outrage religion and 

decency: 
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decency; and prepare for all rebellions againſt 
the ſovereign of the univerſe: thus carrying it 
equally towards Cæſar and towards God ? F 


Keep guilty objects out of fight, and guilty 


= courſes out of common converſe: by often 
taking theſe things upon the tongue we may 


come to roll them as a ſweet morſe] under it; 
nor can we expect to be much in an impure 
region without drawing in its peſtilential air. 
Leſſen not the real and unchangeable hideouſ- 
neſs of vice by any choſen approaches to it, or 
near contemplation of it; keep your diſtance, 
and your terrors; as that will always keep its 
deformity and malignity. _ 


Oh, let all ſuch as are yet ſound and unpol- 
luted, ſhut their eyes and ſtop their cars, from 
fight and report of other men's wickedneſs ! 
Sight often indulged, and report liſtened to, will 
deſtroy thoſe virtuous timidities, and all that 


= indignation and anguiſh, at the commiſſion of 


flagrant offences which the untainted mind poſ- 
ſeſſes; and which are the firſt fences of its reli- 
gion and peace: by the beholding of tranſ- 
greſſors, we may become leſs grieved for them, 
or ſurpriſed at them; and more readily influ- 
enced, and eaſily drawn after them. 

Avoid 
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Avoid familiarity with wicked men, as well as 
forbear the making their vices familiar to your 
view, or the matter of your diſcourſe, 


Society has much good in it, and we are un- 
willing to admit that it can have any evil in it: 
but we know its aſſimilating nature, and all-ſub- 
duins power. We have affecting inſtances of 
the abſorbent quality of evil company, and evil 
example, eſpecially, The good have often 
bowed before the evil, and the righteous at the 
gate of the wicked. Wickedneſs does indeed 
ſeem too hideous to be influential or powerful ; 
but, as in the dream of the Egyptian monarch, 
the lean-fleſhed, and ill-favoured kine, have eat 
up the well-favoured, and fat-fleſhed ; and the 
ears of corn thin and blaſted, have devoured the 
ears rank and good! Behold the many fair 
plants of righteouſneſs that are deſtroyed by the 
breath of the wicked ! 


And as a moſt powerful affimilator, ſo vice is 
the worſt leveller we can fear: in its republic all 
are equal: the common principle of fraternity 

deſtroying all differences of young and old, rich 
and poor, baſe and honourable: they are 
not aſhamed to call brethren. As then you 
value the common diltinctions of the world, and 

would 


4 and Purſuit of Wiſdom. 
4 would preſerve the ſuperiority, that wealth, ho- 
3 nour, and family give, refrain from wicked men. 


„Their thoughts, ſays the prophet, are 
thoughts of iniquity, and their works are works 
of iniquity: the act of violence 1s in their hands, 
and their feet run to evil: waſting and deſtruc- 
tion are in their paths, and there is no judg- 
ment in their goings: their fingers are defiled 
with iniquity, as well as their hands with blood ; 
their lips have ſpoken lies, and their tongue 
8 muttered perverſeneſs: they conceive miſchief, 
and bring forth iniquity.” With what dreadful 
emphaſis, and amplitude, are wicked men here 
Xx deſcribed! The evil leaven pervades the whole 
lump; and inſinuates itſelf into every particle 
of which they are compoled : to every limb, and 
Joint, is aſſigned its ſpecial, dreadful, operation 
and province: they travail with one compre- 
henſive, deſtructive, curſe ; and lips, hands, feet, 
and fingers, arc all ready to execute the ſeveral. 
contents of it, among unſuſpetting and incau- 
tious mortals! Not only the purſuit of wiſdom, 
but the preſerving of common ſafety, requires 
an entire and everlaſting diſunion from ſuch 
men. The libertine world cannot be known 
but abhorred; nor imitated but with calamity .: 

5 =_ its 
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its communion cannot be kept but with diſgrace; 


nor renounced but with ſome farewell miſchiefs, 7? 


They hatch the cockatrice eggs: he that 
eateth of their eggs dieth ; and that which is 
cruſhed breaketh forth into a viper.” 


He that walketh with wiſe men ſhall be wiſe. 
Ye that are beginning in hle, begin under their 
counſels, as under their eye, and in their 
company. | 


Love the wiſdom that will return your love. 
Say unto wiſdom, thou art my ſiſter, and call 
underſtanding thy kinſwoman ; this love of vir- 
tue will make you like Jeſus Chriſt, when he 
uttered that divine ſentiment, © He that doth 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
ſame is my brother, my ſiſter, and my mother!” 
Love wiſdom early, and keep your firſt love. 
Give her your might, and the beginning of your 
ſtrength ; your excellency of dignity, and of 
power. The love of wiſdom cheriſhed at that 
period when a'] our commendable affections and 
exertions appear in their higheſt influence and 
happieſt attainments, will enſure to you ſtability, 
- ornament, uſefulneſs, and comfort, throughout 
the longeſt life : you will ſatisfy others, and be 
ſatisfhed 
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| : | 
ſatisfied from yourſelves in all ſeaſons: the beſt 
families will be open to you ; and the relation- 
ſhips and connections which are the ſources of 
honour, wealth, and ſelicity, will meet or invite 


= you: in old age you will renew your ſtrength ; 


living upon the pleaſant remembrance of well 
ſpent days : and when you come to die, inſtead 
of diſmaying proſpetts, or the hovering hope 
and cold conſolation of unformed, or half form- 
ed notions; and of various, uneven, methuds 
of conduct, dictated, adopted, and changed, as 
prudential conſiderations ſuggeſted or required; 
and of taking the word of a ſpiritual guide for 
it, that you are ſafe, againſt the ſurmiſes and fears 


of your own hearts; you will have the witneſs 


in yourſelves: you will have thoſe ſupports 
which have been the ſupports of all righteous 
men ; and will go hence knowing in whom you 
have believed; and perſuaded that God will 


approve what you have done. You will antici- 


pate the plaudit of the worthy and eternal 
Judge, and the muſic of his appellation, © good 
and faithful ſervant,” will dwell upon your ears 


for ever! 


To convey the wiſdom of the Bible, the ſpirit 
ol religion, and proteſtantiſm, is the object and 
5 end 
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.* 2x3 


end of that ſchool for the benefit of which we 
are now met together: its deſign is to form 
worthy and uſcful characters in inferior ſtations. > 


The foundation of it was laid in the year 72 5 
1687, in the reign of King James the Second? 
when a {chool was {et up by one Poulton, a je- 
ſuit ; and public notice was given, that he would 
inſtruct the children of the poor without any 
expence to their parents. This ſchool was 


opened to counteratt the dangerous conſequen- 
ces of that popiſh ſchool: Mr. Arthur Shallet, 
Mr. Samuel Warburton, and Mr. Ferdinando A 
Holland, were its {firſt inſtitutors and patrons. "Hu 


ihe number of ſcholars was at firſt forty; 
alterwards increaſed to fifty; and now to one 3 
hundred and eighty. The boys are taught to 
read, write, and cipher; and the girls are pre— 
pared by ſuitable qualifications, for the ſtations 
and ofhces ot induſtry. 


Tt is fituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
London; and children are received into it with- 


out difiinttion of parties; the common good onlx 
bein intended. The children of indigent water- * 
men; 


wy 


0 
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—— 


men, and fiſhermen, have eſpecially experienced 
Mw its advantages. 

98 The charges have been defrayed by the gifts 
and ſubſcriptions of private perſons ; and the 
kind remembrance of ſome in their laſt wills. 


= There is alſo an annual collection at this place. 


The fight of the children, more forcibly 


= engages the continuance of your liberality than 
a = any arguments that I can ule. I leave you, as 
5 5 they riſe before you, to the powerful eloquence 

3 of their ſimplicity and neceſſity; and know how 
little I need to do to provoke you to love and 


the repetition of your good works. 


Shepherd of 1ſracl, gather theſe lambs of the 
> Vcc lay them in thy boſom, encompaſs them with 
= thy care] May thy mercy ſhield their infant heads, 
an thy counſels guide their youthful fteps 1 Fit 


hem for their uncertain lot in this world; and in 
= he higher or humbler flations they are doſtined to, 


may they live well, aud do well And when the 


= | mand of death ſhall have done atoay all diſlin#tons, 
E 3 and the ſmall and the great Hull Rand before God, 
. in an cqual line, may they find favour in thine 
I 10 eyes ; and ſhine in higher honours than thoſe which 
5 ; Y this world ſeems to deny them !- 


Accept 
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Accept their benefa&ors in this work of faith, 
and labour of love, ſhewn to thy name and theirs ! 
May what is thus lent unto the Lord, conſecrate/ 
what ts retained for themſelves ; and be found 
again, after many days, both preſerved, and in- 


creaſed ; when all that has been devoted to vain or 


Forbidden objects, foall be loft, and loft for ever! 
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PERSONIFICATION 
SF 


15 0g and FOLLY: 


PRODICUS 3 preſerved by xxvornox; 


USUALELY- CALLED 


THE CHOICE OF HERCULES. 


I. 


O W had the ſon of Jove, mature, attained 
The joyful prime: when youth elate and gay, 
Steps into life: and follows unreſtrained 

> Where paſſion leads, or prudence points the way. 

E 1 In the pure mind, at thoſe ambiguous years, 

3 5 Or Vice, rank weed, firſt ſtrikes her poiſonous root; 
= ; Or haply. virtue's opening bud appears . 
By juſt degrees; fair bloom of faireſt fruit: 

5 7 For, if on youth's untainted thought impreſt, 
Tue generous purpoſe till ſhall warm the manly breaſt, 
| 8 II. 

As on a day, reflecting on his age 

For higheſt deeds now ripe, Alcides ſought 
Retirement: nurſe of contemplation ſage ; 

Step following flep, and thought ſucceeding thought; 
9 Muſing. with ſteady pace the youth purſued 

2X His walk: and loſt in meditation ſtrayed 

1 Far in a lonely vale, with ſolitude 

1 7 * ; while intent his mind ſurveyed 


Ae ip Ot Lets on; ae CATS lon 
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| -” © The dubious path of life : before him lay, 
; Here, virtze's rough aſcent, there, pleaſure's flowery way. 
III. Much 


. 1 
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——— — : 
_ * 


III. 


Much did the view divide his wavering. mind: 
Now, glowed his breaſt with generous thirſt of fame; ; 
Now, love of eaſc to ſofter thoughts inclined _ = 
His yeilding ſoul, and quenched the riſing flame. 3 
When, lo! far off two female forms he ſpies; 2 
Direct to him their ſteps they ſeem to bear: 

Both, large and tall, exceeding human ſize; 

Both, far exceeding human beauty fair, | 
Graceful, yet each with different grace they move; 
This, ſtriking ſacred awe, that, ſofter, winning love. 
IV. 

The firſt, in native dignity ſurpaſſed; 

Artleſs, and unadorned, ſhe pleaſed the more: 
Health, o'er her looks a genuine luſtre caſt; 

A veſt more white than new fallen ſnow ſhe wore. 
Auguſt ſhe trod, yet modeſt was her air; 

' Serene her eye, yet darting heavenly fire. 

Still ſhe drew near, and nearer ſtill more fair, 

More mild appeared; yet ſuch as might inſpice 
Pleaſure corrected with an awful fear; | 


Majeſtically ſweet, and amiably ſevere. 
| * 


The other dame ſeemed e'en of fairer hue; 

But bold her mien ; unguarded roved her eye : 

And her fluſhed cheek confeſſed at nearer view 

The borrowed bluſhes of an artful dye. 

All ſoft and delicate, with airy ſwim 

Lightly ſhe danced along ; her robe betrayed 

Thro' the clear texture every tender limb; 

Heightening the charms it only ſeemed to ſhade : 

And as it flowed adown, ſo looſe and thin, 

Her ſtature ſhewed more tall, more ſnowy white her ſkin, 
| VI. Oft 
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VI. 


Oft with a ſmile ſhe viewed herſelf aſkance ; 

E'en on her ſhade a conſcious look ſhe threw : 
Then all around her caſt a careleſs glance, 

ro mark what gazing eyes her beauty drew. 

i As they came near, before that other maid 

o proaching decent, eagerly ſhe preſſed 

Wich haſty ſtep: nor of repulſe afraid, 

9 Pie freedom bland, the wondering youth addreſſed : 


» Sweet as the honey-dew flowed her 5 tongue. 
VM. . | 


Dear Hercules! whence this unkind delay ? 

Dear youth, what doubts can thus diſtract thy mind? 

Securely follow where I lead the way ; 

And range thro' wilds of pleaſures unconſined. 
With me retire, from noiſe, and pain, and care; 
Embathed in bliſs, and wrapt in endleſs eaſe : 
Rough is the road to fame, thro' blood and war; 
Smooth 1s my way, and all my paths are peace. 

With me retire, from toils and perils free ; 

Leave honoux to the wretch ; pleaſures were made for thee, 

VIII. 


Then will J grant thee all thy ſoul's deſire: 

All that may charm thine ear, or pleaſe thy ſight; 

All that thy thought can frame, or wiſh require, 

To ſteep thy raviſhed ſenſes in delight. 

The ſumptuous feaſt enhanced with muſick's ſound; 
Fitteſt to tune the melting ſoul to love: 

Rich odours, breathing choiceſt ſweets around; 

The fragrant bower, cool fountains, ſhady grove : 
Freſh flowers, to ſtrew thy couch, and crown thy head; 


Joy ſhall attend thy ſteps, and eaſe ſhall ſmooth thy bed. 
1 NK. 
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. IX. 
„ Theſe will I freely, conſtantly ſupply ; 
& Pleaſures, nor earned with toil, nor mixed with woe; 
Far from thy reſt repining want ſhall fly; 
Nor labour bathe in ſweat thy careful brow, 
Mature, the copious harveſt ſhall be thine ;_ 
© Let the laborious hind ſubdue the ſoil : 
« Leave the raſh ſoldier ſpoils of war to win; 
„Won by the ſoldier, thou ſhalt ſhare the ſpoil : 
«: Theſe ſofter cares my bleſt allies employ, | 
« New pleaſures to invent ; to wiſh, and to enjoy,” 

Ao 


Her winning voice the youth attentive caught; 


He gazed impatient on the ſmiling maid ; 

Still gazed, and liſtened, then her name beſought : 

„% My name, fair youth, is happineſs, ſhe ſaid : 

« Well can my friends this envied truth maintain: | 

They ſhare my bliſs ; they beſt can ſpeak my praiſe : | 

« Tho' ſlander call me floth : detraction vain! 

«« Heed not what ſlander, vain detractor ſays : 

« Slander, ſtill prompt true merit to defame; _ 

„To blot the brighteſt worth, and blaſt the faireſt name.“ 
=. 

By this, arrived the fair majeſtic maid : _ 

{She all the while, with the ſame modeſt pace, 

Compoſed, advanced : ) * Know Hercules, the ſaid, 

«© With manly tone, thy birth of heavenly race; | 

« Thy tender age, that lov'd inſtruction's voice, 

«© Promiſed thee generous, patient, brave, and wiſe, 

+ When manhood ſhould confirm thy glorious choice: 


* 
* 


Now expectation waits to ſee thee riſe. 


PY 
* 


Riſe, youth, exalt thyſelf and me; approve 
Thy high deſcent from heaven; and dare be worthy Jove. 


- 
La 


l 


cc 


XII. 


But, what truth prompts, my tongue ſhall not diſguiſe ; 
The ſteep aſcent mult be with toil ſubdued: 

Watchings and cares muſt win the lofty prize 

Propoſed by heaven ; true bliſs, and real good. 
Honour rewards the brave and bold alone; 

She ſpurns the timorous, indolent, and baſs; 

Danger and toil ſtand ſtern before her throne ; 


And guard, ſo Jove commands, the ſacred place. 


Who ſeeks her, muſt the mighty coſt ſuſtain, 
And pay the price of fame, labour, and care, and pain. 


XIII. 


Wouldft thou engage the Gods' peculiar care? 

O Hercules, the immortal powers adore! 

With a pure heart, with ſacrifice, and prayer, 
Attend their altars and their aid implore. 

Or, wouldſt thou gain thy country's loud applauſe, 
Loved as her father, as her God adored ? 


* Be thou the bold aſſerter of her cauſe ; 


Her voice in council, in the fight, her ſword. 

In peace, in war, purſue thy country's good: 

For her, bare thy bold breaſt, and pour thy generous blood. 
| . =: NIV; | 


Wouldſt thou to quell the proud, and lift the oppreſt, 

In arts of war, and matchleſs ſtrength excell ? 

Firſt conquer thou thyſelf ; to eaſe, to reſt, 

To each ſoft thought of pleaſure bid farewell! 

The night alternate, due to ſweet repoſe, 

In watches waſte : in painful march, the day: 

Congealed, amidit the rigorous winter's ſnows ; 

Scorched, by the ſummer's thirſt-inflaming ray. 

Thy hardened limbs ſhall boaſt ſuperior might: 

Vigour ſhall brace thine arm, reſiſtleſs in the fight, 
XV. Heat 
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What danger, gentle youth, ſhe bids thee prove?“ 
Abrupt, ſays floth, “ III fit thy tender age 


«c 
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XV. 


Hear'ſt thou what monſters then thou muſt engage; 


Tumult and wars; fit age tor tender love. 
Turn, gentle youth, to me, to love, and joy! 
To theſe I T Ad: no monſters here ſhall ſtay 
Ihine eaſy courſe: no cares thy peace annoy: 

J lead to blifs, a nearer, ſurer way. 


Short is my way; fair, eaſy, ſmooth, and plain: 
Turn, gentle youth, with me, eternal pleaſures reign.“ 
XVI. 


What pleaſures, vain, miſtaken, wretch, are thine! 
Virtue, with ſcorn replied ; who ſleep'ſt in eaſe 
Inſenſate ; whoſe ſoft limbs the toil decline 

That ſeaſons bliſs, and makes enjoyment pleaſe. 
Draining the copious bowl ere thirſt require ; 
Feaſting, ere hunger to the feaſt invite : 

Whoſe taſteleſs joys anticipate defire ; 

Whom luxury ſupplies with appetite. 

Yet nature loaths; and you employ in vain 

Variety, and art, to conquer her diſdain. 


XVII. 


The ſparkling nectar, cooled with ſummer ſnows ; 

The dainty board with choiceſt viands ſpread ; 

To thee are taſteleſs all; ſincere repoſe 

Flies from thy flow'ry couch, and downy bed. 

For thou art only tired with indolence : 

Nor is thy ſleep with toil and labour bought; 

'Th' imperfect ſleep that lulls thy languid ſenſe 

In dull oblivious interval of thought: 

That kindly ſteals the inactive hours away 

From the long lingering ſpace, that lengthens out the day. 
XVIII. From 


| 
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XVIII. 


From bounteous nature's unexhauſted ſtores 

Flows the pure fountain of ſincere delight: 

Averſe to her, you waſte the joyleſs hours; 

Sleep drowns thy days, and riot rules thy nights. 
Immortal though thou art, indignant Jove 

Hurled thee from heaven, th' immortals bliſsful place; 
For ever baniſhed from the realms above, 

To dwell on earth, with man's degenerate race; 
Fitter abode! on earth alike diſgraced ; 

Rejected by the wiſe, and by the fool embraced, 


XIX. 


Fond wretch! that vainly weeneſt all delight 
To gratify the ſenſe, reſerved for thee! 

Yet the molt pleaſing object to the fight, 

Thine own fair action never didſt thou ſee. 

Tho' lulled with ſofteſt ſounds thou lieſt along; 
Soft muſic, warbling voices, melting lays : 


Neer didſt thou hear, more ſweet than ſweeteſt ſong 


Charming thy ſoul, thou ne'er didſt hear thy praiſe! 

No! to thy revels let the fool repair: 

To ſuch go ſmooth thy ſpeech, and ſpread thy tempting 

XX, | { ſnare. 

Vaſt happineſs enjoy thy gay allies! 

A youth of follies, an old age of cares: 

Young yet enervate, old yet never wiſe ; | 

Vice waſtes their vigour, and their mind impairs. | 

Vain, idle, delicate, in thoughtleſs caſe, | 

Reſerving woes for age, their prime they ſpend ; | 

All wretched, hopeleſs, in the evil days, 

With ſorrow to the verge of life they tend. 

Grieved with the preſent, of the paſt aſhamed, 

They live, and are deſpiſed; they die, nor more are named. 
| Wi XXI. But 
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XXI. 


But with the Gods, and godlike men I dwell ; 
Me, his ſupreme delight, th' almighty fire 
Regards well pleaſed ; whatever works excell, 


All, or divine, or human, I inſpire, 


Counſel with ſtrength, and induſtry with art, 
In union meet conjoined, with me reſide : 
My dictates arm, inſtruct and mend the heart; 
The ſureſt policy, the wiſeſt guide. 


With me, true friendſhip dwells : ſhe deigns to bind 


Thoſe generous fouls alone, whom I before have joined. 
XXII. 


Nor need my friends the various coſtly feaſt ; 

Hunger to them th' effects of art ſupplies : 

Labour prepares the weary limbs to reſt ; 

Sweet is their ſleep : light, cheerful, ſtrong they riſe. 
Thro' health, thro' joy, thro' pleaſure and renown, 
They tread my paths, and by a ſoft deſcent, 

At length to age, all gently ſinking down, 

Look back with tranſport on a life well-ſpent ; 

In which no hour flew unimproved away ; 


In which ſome generous deed diſtinguiſhed every day. 
XXIII. 


And when the deſtined term at length complete 
Their ſhes reſt in peace, eternal fame 


Sounds wide their praiſes: triumphant over r fate, 


In ſacred ſong, for ever lives their name. 

This, Hercules, is happineſs, obeß 

My voice, and live. Let thy celeſtial birth 

Lift, and enlarge, thy thoughts! behold the way 

That le:ds to fame! and raiſes thee from earth 

Immortal! lo, I guide thy ſteps! ariſe, 

Purſue the glorious path, and claim thy native ſky,” ?“ 
XXIV. Her 
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XXIV. 


Her words breathe fire celeſtial, and impart 
New vigour to his ſoul, that ſudden caught 
The generous flame : with great intent his heart 


_ Swells full; and labours with exalted thought: 

5 75 The miſt of error from his eyes diſpelled, 

27 Through all her fraudful arts in cleareſt light 

. & Sloth in her native form he now beheld: 

5 | Unveiled ſhe ſtood, confeſſed before his fight; 

1 Falſe Syren! all her vaunted charms that ſhone 

So freſh, e'er while, and fair, now withered, pale, and gone. 


XXV. 


1 No more the roſy bloom in ſweet diſguiſe 
BZ Maſks her diſſembled looks: each borrowed grace 
— Leaves her wan cheek ; pale ſickneſs clouds her eyes 
BE Livid and ſunk, and paſſions dim her face. 
8 As when fair Iris has a while diſplayed 
3 Her watry arch, with gaudy painture gay, 
” | While yet we gaze, the glorious colours fade, 


And from our wonder gently ſteal away : 


3 | Where ſhone the beauteous phantom e'rſ ſo bright, | 
BE Now lowers the low-hung cloud, all gloomy to the fight, 


XXVI. 


But virtue more engaging all the while 
EZ Diſcloſed new charms; more lovely, more ſerene; 
We Beaming ſweet influence. A milder ſmile 


Softened the terrors of her lofty mien. 


< Lead Goddeſs, I am thine, (tranſported cry'd 
Alcides) O propitious power, thy way 
RE © Teach me! poſſeſs my ſoul, be thou my guide! 


From thee, O never, never let me ſtray!” 


8 | While ardent thus the youth his vows addreſs'd, 
With all the Goddeſs filled, already glowed his breaſt. 


XXVII. The 


64 Perſonification of Wiſdom and Polly. 


— 
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| XXVII. 

The heavenly maid with ſtrength divine endued 

His daring ſoul; there, all her powers combined: 
Firm conſtancy, undaunted fortitude, | 

Enduring patience, armed his mighty mind. 
Unmoved in toils, in dangers undiſmayed, 

By many a hardy deed, and bold emprize, 

From fierceſt monſters, through her powerful aid, 

He freed the earth : through her, he gain'd the ſkies. 
Twas virtue placed him in the bleit abode; 
Crowned with eternal youth; among the Gods à God, 
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